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The affect of feeding moina and artificial feed on the production of Black Bass. Micropterus
salmoidea (Lacepeda)—preliminary experiments and observation of unusual spawning behavior
Takamithi Nishihara and Minoru Misu

With sport fishing’s recent rise in popularity, black bass which is a favorite with lure fishermen,
is being transplanted all over with propagation programs being carried out in lakes and ponds
throughout a large part of Japan. Though there is a controversy about its profitability. measures
are being taken to promote this species for commercial use in Lake Ashi. There i1s also the demand
made by restocking programs and fish farms for the seed of this game fish to be satisfied by
artificial production.

However. for large scale larval production there still remains a major stumbling block of the
aggressive predation by the black bass on many different aquatic organisms. especially other valuable
fish and its own voung. Since the introduction of both live and artificial feed has to a certain extent
shown promise in making larval production possible, data beneficial to future experimentation is
reported here.

In black bass spawning behavior. it is most common for only 1 female and 1 male to spawn at

a single nesting site, but in this study 2 females and 1 male were observed spawning at the same

nesting site.
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