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From Western Kenya

2021-7 Miki Yamamoto

For Developing, Promoting and Marketing Products

Hello, everyone in Kanagawa Prefecture. My name is Miki Yamamoto and I am a JOCV (community development) in Kenya.
Recently I work with a women group making banana fiber products such as bags, mats, pouches etc.

Their products are high quality like Japanese ones. However, they are hard to sell because their sales methods are only
peddling and word of mouth. I found it difficult to get information to people who wanted to buy. Therefor, we made Facebook
page (https://web.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100086434251740) and posted about products for PR. Check our Facebook

page and click “Like!”. Then, I thought only high quality products is hard to be bought so we decided to do costumer survey.
We put some products on display in JICA Kenya Office and sell them as well as conduct customer survey. I hope to make the

most of the banana ingredient, while adding a Kenyan touch and making it part of the souvenir repertoire.

Chicken is the special meal

The meal during cerebration like Christmas or a new year is
chicken. Live chickens are sold in the market for around 700
yen each. Expensive as foodstuffs. Kenyans squeeze,
slaughter and cook live chickens in each household.

The photo shows the chicken being slaughtered, and

although I was told "this part is bitter" and "this part is...", I

had no idea what to expect. I felt that Kenyans have a lot of

wisdom to survive.

Masai Mara National Reserve

During the Christmas holidays, I went on safari to the Masai
Mara National Reserve, Kenya's most famous place. The Masai
Mara National Reserve is also connected to Tanzania's
Serengeti and Ngorongoro, and is where the 'Big Five' -
elephant, rhino, lion, leopard and buffalo - can all be seen.
Unfortunately, we were not able to see rhinos this time, but we

were very happy to see leopards, lions and many other animals

on safari.
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