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As societies and economies rapidly become 
more global and borderless and relation-
ships between countries, regions and 
people become even stronger, this guideline 
sets forth the prefectural government’s ways 
of thinking and aims regarding the imple-
mentation of international measures and 
policies to ensure that prefectural residents 
can live worthwhile, fulfilling lives regardless 
of nationality.

Since formulating a plan for promoting 
Kanagawa Prefecture’s international policies 
in May 1991 with the aim of systematically 
implementing our international measures 
and policies, Kanagawa Prefecture has 
carried out various programs, making 

revisions that correspond to changes in the 
international environment.

Four years have elapsed since the current 
guideline was drafted. During that time, the 
international environment in our prefecture 
and the situation pertaining to our foreign 
residents have been changing from moment 
to moment.

Responding to these changing conditions, 
we have revised our Kanagawa International 
Measures and Policy Promotion Guidelines. 
This fourth edition will allow us to strengthen 
our promotion of the prefecture’s interna-
tional measures and policies.

As of January 2017, our prefecture had 
185,859 foreign residents—the most diverse 
group ever, representing 172 countries and 
regions. By nationality (place of origin), 
China accounted for 32.8 percent of the 
total, followed by South Korea, the Philip-
pines, Vietnam and Brazil.

Of that total, 119,465 foreign residents are 
living in Kanagawa on a long-term or perma-
nent basis as of the end of FY2015. The 
figure has greatly increased over that of 
FY2000, 81,261, and it is apparent that more 
and more foreign nationalities are living here 
for the long term.

Guideline Objectives 
and Purpose of  
Revisions

Status of  Prefectural 
Residents of  Foreign 
Nationality

1. Guideline Objectives and Purpose of Revisions  2. Status of Prefectural Residents of Foreign Nationality

Figure 1
Numbers of total foreign residents and long-term/permanent 
foreign residents

Notes: 1. The figures shown above were as of December 31 up to FY2012, and as of 
January 1 in FY2013 on

2.  The “long-term/permanent foreign residents” refers to people who have a visa 
status of permanent resident, spouse (etc.) of a Japanese, spouse (etc.) of a 
permanent resident, long-term resident, or special permanent resident.

(Number)

(FY)

Number of total foreign 
residents
Number of long-term/
permanent foreign 
residents
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　　　　　　　　（県国際課調べ）

3. Status of International Students  4. Status of NPOs

Status of  
International 
Students

Between 2012 and 2016, the number of international students in Kanagawa Prefecture 
increased by 3,428, from 7,828 to 11,256.

By type of school, they went from 1,094 in 2013 to 2,257 at Japanese-language educational 
institutions, and from 1,870 in 2013 to 3,627 at specialized training colleges.

Figure 2 Number of international students in Kanagawa Prefecture

(Kanagawa Prefecture International Division research)

The number of designated nonprofit organizations (NPOs) authorized by the prefectural govern-
ment or specially designated major cities in Kanagawa Prefecture to undertake international 
cooperation efforts increased from 310 in 2012 to 419 at the end of March 2016.Status of  NPOs

Figure 3

Transitions in the number of NPOs authorized by the prefectural government 
or specially designated major cities in Kanagawa Prefecture under the Act to 
Promote Specified Nonprofit Activities (as of March 31 each year)

(Number of NPOs)

(Number)

(Year)
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cooperation efforts

(Kanagawa Prefecture NPO Partnership Promotion Division research)
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Five Basic Goals and Sixteen Plans

Five Basic Goals and Sixteen Plans

What we
aspire to

Five basic
goals

Sixteen
plans

Pursue opportunities 
connected with the 
2020 Tokyo Olympics 
and Paralympics

Make efforts to attract 
more foreign tourists

Promote “magnet 
culture”

Promote the Healthcare 
New Frontier policy

Provide full support for 
people of other nation-
alities during times of 
emergency

Create an environment 
that makes it easy for 
foreign residents to live 
in Kanagawa

Provide support to 
international students 
who live and study in 
Kanagawa

Promote multicultural 
understanding

Support companies in 
Kanagawa that set up opera-
tions overseas, and attract 
foreign companies

Leverage Kanagawa’s 
special characteristics to 
promote international co-
operation and interaction

Promote antinuclear and 
pro-peace awareness

Support the activities of 
prefectural residents and 
promote their efforts to 
collaborate and cooperate

Take steps to keep people 
from forgetting about Japanese 
kidnapped by North Korea, and encour-
age understanding among prefectural 
residents about such incidents

Promote measures 
related to military 
bases

Train human resources 
to play roles in interna-
tional society

Train and employ foreign 
human resources

5 10 13 141

6 11 152

7 12 163
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2 3 4 51

4

Achieving a 
peaceful multicultural 

society through 
wide-ranging 

collaboration and 
cooperation

Developing global 
strategies that draw 

on Kanagawa 
Prefecture’s 

strengths

Creating 
multicultural local 

communities

Pursuing nternational
 development that

 leverages Kanagawa
Prefecture’s 

strengths

Training global human 
resources

Promoting 
antinuclear and 

pro-peace 
awareness

Supporting the 
international activities of 
prefectural residents and

 promoting their 
cooperative efforts
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１   Creating multicultural local communities

Plans
1.Creating multicultural local communities

Create an 
environment that 
makes it easy for 
foreign residents 
to live in 
Kanagawa

Provide support to 
international 
students who live 
and study in 
Kanagawa

Promote 
multicultural 
understanding

We will be working on plans, etc. 
in various areas to enable foreign resi-
dents in Kanagawa to play roles as 
members of their local communities.

• Implement Japanese-language classes, ad-
visory and other services for residents from 
other countries

• Conduct training for personnel who support 
foreign residents

• Advisory services and multilingual informa-
tion support for foreign residents

• Provide administrat ive informat ion in 
easy-to-understand Japanese and multiple 
languages

• Promote foreign resident participation in the 
prefectural government

• Implement a program for dispatching medi-
cal care interpreters

• Expand educational opportunities for and 
enhance the education of children who have 
connections with other countries

We will coordinate with relevant orga-
nizations to improve support systems 
for foreigners during times of emer-
gency, including providing information 
in multiple languages.

• Provide disaster preparation information in 
multiple languages

• Provide information and advice to foreigners 
during times of emergency

• Increase the number of volunteer emergency 
interpreters and train them

We will provide lifestyle and employ-
ment support to international students 
who live and study in Kanagawa as 
well as opportunities for interaction.

• Run Kanagawa International Fan Club’s 
Kanafan Station

• Coordinate with universities, NGOs, NPOs, 
companies and so on to support internation-
al students

• Provide support so that they gain accep-
tance in local communities after graduating 
from programs

We will provide study opportunities 
and information as well as host events 
to promote multicultural understand-
ing in the community. We will also train 
human resources to provide support 
for foreign residents.

• Host lectures and provide reading and 
audiovisual materials at Kanagawa Plaza for 
Global Citizenship and other places; put on 
the multicultural Earth Festa Kanagawa event

• Implement international education in schools
• Implement foreign-language and culture 

classes and train human resources to pro-
vide support for foreign residents

4

Plans

Provide full 
support for people 
of  other 
nationalities 
during times of  
emergency
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２   International development that leverages Kanagawa Prefecture’s strengths

Plans
2.International development that leverages Kanagawa Prefecture’s strengths

Plans

We will provide support to small and 
midsize businesses in Kanagawa 
when they set up operations over-
seas, and strive to attract foreign 
companies to Kanagawa.

• Hold seminars and business meetings about 
doing business overseas for small and mid-
size businesses in Kanagawa

• Conduct overseas promotion efforts and op-
erate startup offices for foreign enterprises to 
encourage them to come to Kanagawa

We will coordinate with regions over-
seas that are leaders in life science 
industries and promote the interna-
tional expansion of cutting-edge 
medical care and industries related 
to the concept of “ME-BYO,” We will 
also train international medical care 
personnel.

• Strategically promote the international expan-
sion of cutting-edge medical care and indus-
tries related to the concept of “ME-BYO”

• Attract foreign companies and promote coor-
dination with Kanagawa enterprises

• Train global healthcare sector personnel in 
cooperation with the WHO

• Train international medical care personnel at 
the Kanagawa Medical Innovation School

We will use the 2019 Rugby World 
Cup and 2020 Tokyo Olympics and 
Paralympics as opportunities to tell 
the world about Kanagawa’s attractive 
qualities. We will also promote interna-
tional interaction by creating opportu-
nities for athletes from other countries 
and regions to interact with communi-
ty residents, such as by attracting 
pre-Olympics training camps.

• Prepare for and create opportunities related 
to the 2019 Rugby World Cup and 2020 
Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics

• Attract pre-Games training camps leading 
up to the 2020 Tokyo Olympics and Paralym-
pics, and promote Kanagawa as a host site 
for 2019 Rugby World Cup team camps

We will promote the use of tourism re-
sources in the packaging of inbound 
tours, and train human resources to 
support tourism.

• Promote the planning and packaging of 
inbound tours

• Exhibit at international tourism exhibitions 
and host overseas media and travel agen-
cies

• Use SNS and local media to disseminate 
information and implement joint promotions 
in cooperation with neighboring cities, pre-
fectures and the Tokyo Metropolitan Govern-
ment

• Create an environment that results in pleas-
ant trips by providing sightseeing information 
in multiple languages

• Train volunteers who use foreign languages 
and other hospitality personnel

We will pursue “magnet culture” ef-
forts throughout Kanagawa to attract 
people with local culture and arts, 
create prosperous communities, and 
let the world know about Kanagawa’s 
cultural attractions.

• Create appealing Kanagawa-related content 
to promote “magnet culture” throughout 
Kanagawa

Support companies in 
Kanagawa that set up 
operations overseas, 
and attract foreign 
companies

Promote the 
Healthcare New 
Frontier policy

Pursue opportunities 
connected with the 
2020 Tokyo Olympics 
and Paralympics

Make efforts to 
attract more 
foreign tourists

Promote “magnet 
culture”
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3   Training global human resources

Plans
3.Training global human resources

Plans

Leverage 
Kanagawa’s 
special 
characteristics 
to promote 
international 
cooperation and 
interaction

Train human 
resources to 
play roles in 
international 
society

Train and 
employ foreign 
human 
resources

We will host instructors and trainees 
to promote international cooperation 
and in teract ion that  leverages 
Kanagawa’s special characteristics. 
We will also promote the formation of 
human networks.

• Improve the Kanagawa International Fan 
Club, which creates networks of foreigners 
inside and outside Japan who are familiar with 
Kanagawa, such as international students

• Cultural, sports and scholastic exchanges 
with Liaoning Province, China; Gyeonggi 
Province, South Korea; and other friendship 
partners

• Attract and host international conferences and 
other events

• Host technical trainees from developing coun-
tries and regions overseas

We will train human resources to be 
internationally minded so that they 
can play roles in international society.

• Create an environment for establishing 
schools that offer International Baccalaureate 
education

• Develop English-language communication 
skills in schools and train faculty who special-
ize in foreign languages

• Provide support for programs to promote in-
teraction among young people from Kanaga-
wa and around the world

• Provide support in obtaining qualifications 
and employment to foreign residents seeking 
employment in the welfare and caregiving 
sectors

We will put support systems in place 
for foreign nurse candidates, for 
example, to obtain qualifications and 
stay in Japan.

• Encourage support for foreign nurse and 
caregiver candidates seeking to acquire qual-
ifications

• Establish a quota for international students 
at Kanagawa Prefectural Junior College for 
Industrial Technology

• Admit foreign housekeeping support person-
nel on a trial basis
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4   Promoting antinuclear and pro-peace awareness
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Plans

Plans
4.Promoting antinuclear and pro-peace awareness

5.Supporting the international activities of prefectural residents and promoting their cooperative efforts

Support the 
activities of  
prefectural 
residents and 
promote their 
efforts to 
collaborate and 
cooperate

Promote 
measures 
related to 
military bases

Take steps to keep 
people from forgetting 
about Japanese 
kidnapped by North 
Korea, and encourage 
understanding among 
prefectural residents 
about such incidents

Promote 
antinuclear and 
pro-peace 
awareness

We will continue to promote awareness 
of  the nobi l i ty  o f  peace and the 
wretchedness of war among future 
generations. We will also publicize and 
educate residents about the purpose of 
the Kanagawa Prefectural Declaration 
against Nuclear Weapons.

• Carry out efforts to publicize our antinuclear, 
pro-peace stance

We will cooperate and interact with 
NGOs, NPOs, municipalities, compa-
nies and relevant organizations.

• Support JICA volunteer efforts
• Conduct foreign-language classes for people 

who provide assistance to foreign residents
• Collaborate with municipalities to implement 

investigations, research and training
• Coordinate with the Japan International Coop-

eration Agency (JICA), the Council of Local 
Authorities for International Relations (CLAIR), 
and recognized local international exchange 
associations

We will promote the reorganization, 
reduction and restitution of land used 
for U.S. military bases in Kanagawa, 
and urge the national government to 
take steps to ensure the security and 
well-being of community members in 
the areas around bases. We will also 
promote coordination with bases, 
such as mutual assistance during 
times of emergency.

• Promote the reorganization, reduction and 
restitution of military bases

• Ensure the security and well-being of commu-
nity members in the areas around bases, as 
well as a good living environment

• Promote coordination with bases

In cooperation with the national gov-
ernment, municipalities and support 
groups, we will keep the kidnapping 
issue from being forgotten and 
ensure the understanding of these 
incidents among residents.

• Work with support groups, show films, and 
hold lectures and exhibitions

• Pressure the national government to take 
steps to achieve the early return of all kidnap 
victims, including persons who may have 
been kidnapped

Supporting the international activities of prefectural 
residents and promoting their cooperative efforts


