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Establishment of Cultivation Techniques for April-May Harvesting
of Winter-type Cabbage Using New Cropping Types in Miura Peninsula

Atsushi TAKADA, Kazuhiro OHTA", Takeo KITAURA and Nobuhiro KITA”
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Summary

We investigated the cultivation methods to produce winter-type cabbage and its cultivars during the off-crop
April-May season in Miura Peninsula of Kanagawa prefecture, where has been known for mild winters. Using new cultivars
with winter-type characteristics, such as late bolting, we demonstrated the feasibility of mostly stable production upon using
a combination of summer sowing-April cropping and autumn sowing-May cropping types. The summer sowing-April
cropping type cultivars were intermediate late- to late-maturing cultivars with late bolting and a high propensity for head
cracking. Seeds were sown in late August and when these were planted from late September to early October, some of the
plants were ready for harvest in March. If these plants were left in place and individually cultivated, then they reached the
harvest time by early- to mid-April. In this scenario, when the plants were left in the field, the plants continued to thicken
and the cabbages became large in size (2L ~ 3L) with dense planting in furrows (7,047 10 a’'); therefore, it was
possible to get high yield. In contrast, the autumn sowing-May cropping type cultivars were early- to intermediate early-
maturing cultivars with late bolting and superior thickening characteristics. They were sown in earlt- to mid-October , this
resulted in harvest time that continued from mid-April to late-May. For this cropping type, sparse planting (4,761 10 a™')
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was effective in producing large cabbages as well as hastening the advent of harvest time but did not lead to an improved
yield per unit area in comparison with dense planting in intrarow spacing (7,002 10 a’'). The winter-type cabbage
harvested in April to May was found to be more suitable for shredding, considering the higher yield and leaves with better
machine compatibility for shredding, than the spring cultivars harvested during the same period. Thus, for these reasons, its

demand is high for processing.
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