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Regional Differences in the Heading Time of Paddy Rice and the Variant Factors
in Kanagawa Prefecture
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Summary

Regional differences in the heading time of paddy rice in Kanagawa prefecture were investigated.

When rice seedlings were raised under the same conditions and received no cold water irrigation after transplanting, the
regional differences in heading time was within 2 - 3 days. However, if plants received cold water irrigation, the heading
time was substantially delayed according to the regions. The shading treatment (about 95%-shade for 7 days) until 20 days
before the heading time delayed subsequent heading by 2 -5 days. Cold water irrigation from transplanting to 46 days
before heading time and also during the panicle initiation stage (29 - 12 days before heading), delayed the heading. The
degree of delay was dependent on the differences between air temperature and water temperature and was more severe at
larger temperature differences. Analyses of records over 16 - 20 years of heading time of 'Kinuhikari' indicated that it was
gradually hastened. It was influenced by temperatures from the transplanting period to the heading time.

Key words: Kanagawa Prefecture, Paddy rice, Heading time, Kinuhicari, Cumulative temperature, Delayed heading
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