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Effects of Hot Water Treatment on Blueberry Trees

Hajime TAKEDA
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Summary
White root rot has been reported in blueberries in recent years, and similar cases have occasionally been seen in
Kanagawa Prefecture, Japan. The application of the hot water treatment is one possible method of controlling white root rot
in blueberry trees, but there are as yet no relevant case studies available. We therefore trialed the hot water treatment on
mature blueberry trees and studied its effects, with the aim of helping growers to decide whether to adopt this treatment
method. The results showed that the December treatment may have had some effect on tree volume, but did not affect the

yield per unit tree volume. No effects on either the bush volume or yield were observed as a result of the October treatment.
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