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Acceleration of flower bud initiation in young strawberry

plants by means of pot culiure.
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Summary

The most effective pot culture method for the
advancement of harvesting time was investigated in
strawberry, using cultivars “Houkouwase” and
“Hougyoku”

As culture medium, “Sagamiryudo” which was
processed by heating of the sludge used for water
puryfication, was a favorable soil for pot culture.
The most suitable sizes of polyethylene pot for pot
culture were 10.5¢m (v/v 600ml) and 12cm (v/v 800ml)
in diameter for cultivars “Houkouwase” and
“Hougyoku”, respectively. The application of 150mg
of nitrogen per pot, with a liquid manure or a solid
manure such as coated fertilizer, was most effective
for the growth of young plants, flower initiation
and the yield of forced strawberry plants. Flower bud

initiation of strawberry plants was accelerated by
potting the young plantson July 20. and suspending
fertilizer application on August 20.. Immediately
after flower initiation, strawberry plants were
transplanted to the beds. Their harvesting time was
advanced and the total yield was increased. Shading
with cheesecloth, sprinkling cool water (5°C) or
applying both of the treatments during pot culture,
was effective in the advancement of the harvesting
time but the degree of advancement was less compa
red to the pot culture without these treatments.

Finally, pot culture method accelerated flower
initiation, advanced the harvesting time, 27 days in
“Houkouwase” and 25 days in “Hougyoku” and
increased their fruits yields,



