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Forcing of Rhododendron I

Influence of GAg and temperature on the

flowering of Rhododendron cultivars.
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This experiment was carried out to establish the
forcing sistem of Rhododendron cultivars.

1. Treament of GA paste on the matured buds
was effective to accerelate the anthesis, but this
effect was not similar according the date of treat-
ment and the kind of cultivar, The difference was
considered to be caused by the low temperature
requirement to break the dormancy of each variety.

2. Cv
cultivated in unheated plastic house in the northern

“Jean Marie de Montague”, which were
part of Kanagawa prefecture, was supposed to be
in the deepest dormancy late in November. Low
temperature requirement for natural blooming was
satisfied by the middle of January.

3. It was supposed cv “President Roosevelt” and
v “Jean Marie de Montague” responded to 10°C to
break the dormancy, but did not respond to 15°C.

4. Cv “President Ronsevelt” bloomed in Decem-
ber by GA paste treatment of 30 to 40 mg per one
flower bud with heating the greenhouse to 10°C

early in November. ‘This cultivar, which was cul-
tivated in unheated plastic house till late in January
and then grown at 10°C, bloomed in March without
GA treatment late in January. Cv “Jean Marie de
Montague”, which was cultivated in unheated plas-
tic house, bloomed in March by the same GA treat-
ment combined with the heating from the end of
January. Percentage of flowering was low before
early in December even if the plants were treated
by GA in the cultivar.

5, “Jean Marie de Montague” treated by GA and
heated at 10°C
0 °C, bloomed in December. Percentage of flowering

after low temperature for 50 days at
was not satisfy the practical use. It is necessary
to examine on more longer low temperature treat-
ment and the devernalization.

6. Two spot treatment of GA is better than a
spot treatment to even flowering of florets in the

flower cluster.



