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Development of Semi-fermented Tea (Shinkoumi-cha)

Using the Second Crop of Green Leaf
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Summary

A simple, semi-fermented tea (Shinkoumi-cha) -produced
by use of a primary drying roller-from the second crop of
green leaf was developed.

1) For this tea, it was found that the most optimum semi-
fermentaton time was forty minutes.

2) Marketing research was conductod to determine con-
sumer preference. Most general consumers highly evalu-
ated the tea's taste and welcomed this new type of tea.
Most of those questioned gave an optimum market price of
between 401 to 500 yen per 100 grams.

3) The amino acid content of the tea was analyzed by
high-performance liquid chromatography. The two major
amino acids in this semi-fermented tea were theanine fol-
lowed by ¥ -aminobutyric acid.

4) The results of this survey showed that this method of
producing a semi-fermented tea, using already existing
machinery wihtout new investment, was a hopeful one and
could add value to the second crop of green leaf. It was

ocnsidered that this semi-fermented tea has marketability.



