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Summary

Data obtained by matching the filled-in agricultural census forms of 1970 and those of 1975. household by

household, and by using the method of the Markov process model analysis, future changes in the structure

of agriculture covering all the farm houscholds in Kanagawa Prefecture were forecast, In this forecast, the

most important agricultural product and the second most important agricultural product in terms of sales

were used as the factor to make the siratified analysis, The results are as follows:

{1

in the next 10 years, the number of farm houscholds will decrease by 10,000 units (2095) while the num-
ber of full-time farm households will decresase by 1,000 units (13.6%) only.

The number of farm houscholds engaged in protected horticulture and deciduous fruit growing will
increase slightly.

Generally the management of full-time farm households of large scale is comparatively stable.

Factors causing changes in farm management are so complicated thal it is impossible to analyze them
by the simple regression analysis.

Monoculture farming is vulnerable to the effect of worsening in the economic climate, and farm house-
holds engaged in monoculture farming are liable to fall out of agriculture.

Most dropouts from and newcomers to agriculture belong to the groups of self-sufficing or part-time farm
households of small scale, which wander across the horderline of the definition the “farm household” back

and forth in agricultural censuses.





