1998 93

Metropolitan bitterling breeding net preserve trial in the outdoor ponds.

Naoyuki SUGURO"

The metropolitan bittering is natural monument designated by the state, and is on the verge of extinction.
It has already disappeared from natural waters in Kanagawa Prefecture, and its habitat needs to be restored.
As the first step in research towards this end, we installed net fish preserves in reservoirs in Yokohama
and Fujisawa, stocked metropolitan bitterling as well as and (its spawning medium) over a period of one
year,and studied their survival,growth,and breeding.

Inpond ™ " in Yokohama, the survival rate of metropolitan bitterling was 33.3% between winter and spring
and 16.6 % after one year. In the Uramon Park pond in Fujisawa the rate was 43.3% between winter and spring,
but not one fish was re-caught in July. Meanwhile, although breeding was confirmed in both ponds, the number
of juveniles obtained was very small.

As for the spawning medium, the survival of was good in both ponds, while the survival rate of was extremely
low.

The possibility of fish escapingfrom the nets and the incursion of other life-forms into the fish preserve
were identified among the problems with trials using net fish preserves.
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