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(Carried from Page 8)

D. Test of cultured Pearls.

The pearls which are loved by women the world
over as ornament had been jewels used only by a small
part of gentlewomen before the cultured ones were in-
vented. Since the late Mr. Mikimoto who was called
Pearl King invented the way to produce pearls by
cultivating a certain kind of shellfish, the women on
earth have become taking great interest in wearing
these works of art in the sea as personal outfittings.
A greater part of them are produced in Mie Prefecture
and the production is one of the most promising in-
dustries in Japan.

Qur Station is operating the culture pearl test in
the small bay of Abnratsubo which is well known for
its scenic beauty in the Miura Peninsula, Kanagawa

Seed-oysters
are planted
onto rafts.

Prefecture. Originally it was an established view that
the pearl cnlture would be very difficult to be carried
out in the areas north of Mie Prefecture in view of the
temperature and quality of water. In spite of that
view, good quality pearls have come to be produced in
the prefectural area as mentioned above. In all pro-
bability, this experimental pearl culture in Kanagawa
Prefecture will indicate the northern limit in Japan
where culture pearl can be harvested. In 1952, an ex-
perimental culture of pearls was launched and approxi-
mately 15 kg weighing pearls were produced out of

100,000 shell-fishes. This test seems most important

from the viewpoint that the pearl industry is very
promising as side jobs for coastal fisheries as well as
for special products of Kanagawa Profecture.
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