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Completing the Transformation into a Facility Dedicated to Giving Animals Happy New Lives

Your donations will help us build a new Animal Protection Center

SMREL Y- DHHTKERE Y —1H
BESTN=DI(31972(BBH47)EDZETT,

C DNEER (3. FAR PR <G TH|EWMeNc ARG E=
WM IR L TRESNELE. CORR. F(C100
AE%ZE CZDANEE TREABECIREINTVET,
COREBIRTICEAVEER DI TH TR EFEIE
FHBET. RN EVWSHEZIMS I B ER[RELATLUE,
ZOESBRBIECH>T.EVI—FRIHNSIEED
1975 (BBFN50) FE(CHRNDTIROHE—BTERST
ZEEDILTFRICFREBETZHNELZRY— S
HFELE. ZULT. COBAEBRINSI0FERCKELE
EREUFELUE. 2013 (ER26) FEIC.HEREELTIE
HDRDBRNG T O%ER ZF. WORLTEOEE
BU.RETHELTWET,

U EOR. EROEETHICRIFLINT
ERLXLE.

ADHZE (. REFZTDH R RUEVDIRD & - &
BFMOBRBECLY, VY —([CHRESNBHEDED
LECEDBERIEHIVEID FALVERSEN 272D R
FUTATDARDMEBEENCE>THLWVEVEA
DEENEATLCETI HMDIFZEICE KEFLRREED B
DELE. WhBZFRECENTHONTLS AL
BETETRVFENYE LY —[CRESTNTLBDTY,
RICHEVWTHDORLDERBLESEVWDIRIVTATD
AROBENHORADEOZERRLE L BAAD
G| TR HEASEICINIZEATETC.EEL
—ERM(CH>TRULTVEEL BORLSEOE,
IOULEEBICEL>TZZABNTVBDTY,

[EESNES

B SAEU EDES RT3,
EFEHEATVEYT,

ER RN TBICHICERES NITHEER Cdb STz BFL
MTFETCEBDOARZ—EICEEEIZZFLVEE &
BRECEASLHRABNABUWET . R ICH Y=
SEAERBLULTHITONZIBEE. FERLTVET,
v T —PRNIZSDIERIOTAT DA RICFMED
—AEF>TIT>CVWEREWTWET RIVT14T7 DI
HOEXKEEHVEL Ao

EEE LU T B (CRBESTN EMELIEMREEETII.,
M EHRELLTGRZSICEES . FRITATH
+3(CEHT IS EEEHLTINRTY,

ZIT. HYMREL I —DOBBIELNEINILE,
W ITBIHDERNSENT D DR ANDEIRTT,
BMEEOHBZLIT. OEUTEZLDAENZHDE
THLWEYY—2 VB TREHIC. FHMEFESSL
EAFUI.BMEREOUR LSS FHUVWEYRE
I—ERICERDERNVNCXRESBEVWLET,

* BEHE AR

https://www.env.go.jp/nature/dobutsu/aigo/2_data/statistics/dog-cat.html
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KazuakiYagi, DVM

Animal Welfare Group, Environmental Health Division, Environmental Health Department,
Public Health and Welfare Bureau, Kanagawa Prefectural Government
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Animal welfare means different things to different people. It is practiced within a complex web of

contextual factors encompassing locality, culture, and contemporary sensitivities and practices. Kanagawa

Prefecture has been blessed with the understanding of many supporters and volunteers to achieve what

once seemed impossible—zero euthanasia. And today, further progress has come in the form of a plan to

rebuild the Kanagawa Prefectural Animal Protection Center. The new Center will become the stage for

our mission to bring happiness to both people and animals—it’s a project everyone who works for

Kanagawa Prefecture is excited about!

As aveterinarian, I too am delighted to be here at this important turning point.
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The Kanagawa Prefectural Animal Protection Center
was established in 1972 as the Dog Control Center.

The facility was built to cull feral dogs and dogs
surrendered by owners who could no longer keep
them. In the 1970s, more than a million* dogs were
held in public health centers around the country. Most
of them had to be culled because it simply wasn't
possible to find new homes for them all. Three years
later in 1975, the facility began a puppy adoption
service to reduce the number of dogs put down.

Its hard work was rewarded in a big way 40 years later.
In 2013, the Kanagawa Prefectural Animal Protection
Center became the first prefectural animal shelter in
Japan to achieve zero euthanasia of dogs, followed by
zero euthanasia of cats the next year.

Animal welfare awareness saves lives

The main factors contributing to zero euthanasia of
dogs were a decline in the number of incoming
animals as more owners started keeping their pets for
life, and fewer unwanted puppies being born due to
the spread of neutering. But what made the greatest
difference was the hard work of volunteers to find new
owners for the dogs.

Cats were a different story. A large population of feral
and outdoor cats meant many incoming kittens still
dependent on their mothers. The dedication of
volunteers committed to preventing euthanasia of
cats as well as dogs resulted in all cats finding new
homes. These volunteers fostered unweaned kittens,
bottle-feeding them every few hours and working
tirelessly to find new homes for them. Their love and
dedication underpin the record of zero euthanasia.
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Built over 45 years ago, the Kanagawa Prefectural
Animal Protection center is showing its age.

And since it was originally built as a facility to cull
animals, it does not provide an ideal environment for
sheltering them. Many dogs have to be kept in a dark
basement room.

Further, there is a shortage of rooms to keep sick
animals in isolation, a corner of the operating theater
has to be used for shampooing and trimming, and
volunteers have no room for changing clothes.

An aging facility originally built for culling unwanted
animals neither allows them to relax and feel safe,
nor does it enable volunteers to work effectively.

To address these problems, a plan was hatched to
rebuild the center and complete its transformation
from a facility designed for culling animals into one
dedicated to giving them long, happy new lives as
loved companions.

To help spread the animal-welfare message we want
Kanagawa’s new Animal Protection Center to embody,
we decided to appeal to the public for donations. This
way, anyone—and everyone—can contribute to get-
ting it built!

Please give generously to help us build a new Animal
Protection Center that will serve as a hub for animal
welfare.

*Source: Ministry of the Environment; see
http://www.env.go.jp/en/statistics/data/e11ex738.xlIs for reference

(link opens an Excel file with statistics up to 2010).
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Zero Euthanasia and Beyond: A Mission to Bring Happiness to People and Animals
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Four Key Concepts Underpinning the New Animal Protection Center
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Animals taken in by the center arrive in every thinkable condition. Some are sick or injured
and they vary widely in age, personality, and size. The new center will have rooms of various
types designed to house animals in conditions suited to their needs. It will also have a

visiting room where animals can meet their prospective new owners. Gas chambers and
incinerators will be a thing of the past.
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The new building will have a space where people will be able to learn that life is precious
through interaction with dogs and cats. The hall will be used for adoption meetings, animal
welfare events, and dog training classes. The building will also have a model room for

teaching people best practices for keeping indoor dogs and cats as well as a balcony where
visitors will be able to observe resident dogs and cats.
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There will be a changing room and training room for volunteers to make their work easier, as

well as a room dedicated to shampooing and trimming. Visitors will be able to observe dogs
and cats enjoying a shampoo.
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The new center will be better equipped to offer emergency accommodation of animals that
get lost or injured in major natural disasters.
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Conceptual rendering
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