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The necessity of molecular epidemiological
analysis on tuberculosis outbreaks

Chieko TAKAHASHI

Four cases of tuberculosis(TB) outbreaks were
reported here from 2004 to 2012. Genotyping of
Mycobacterium tuberculosis using VNTR(Variable
numbers of tandem repeats) method is more simple
and convenient than RFLP (Restriction Fragment
Length Polymorphism). Our institute analyze
genotype using VNTR,RFLP and so on as necessary.
TB patients with matching genotypes share known
epidemiologic linkages, the results provide good
evidence that those patients were involved in the
same chain of recent transmission.

Key Words : tuberculosis, molecular epidemiology,
VNTR method, QFT, outbreaks



