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Visiting Craft Shops

Hello, everyone in Kanagawa Prefecture. My name is Miki Yamamoto and I am a JOCV (community development) in Kenya.

Two activities are currently underway. One is working with a group of women who make bags and mats from banana fiber to
expand the sales channels for their products. I visited souvenir shops in Kisumu, Kenya's third largest city, which is close to
where I am living, and negotiated with them to see if they would put our products in their shops, as well as in the souvenir
shop (Kifaru Shop) next to Nairobi National Park in the capital city of Nairobi. With the help of senior members of JOCV, we
decided to try and sell the products at Kifaru Shop and some souvenir shops in Kisumu. They said that if the products sold
well, they would continue to sell them. I was reminded of the importance of creating products that sell. I hope to introduce

another activity in the next issue.

Watamu

I went on a trip to Watamu with my soon-to-be-returned team
mate. Kenya is famous for its safaris with lots of wild animals,
but it also faces the sea, and if you go to the coastal areas,
you can enjoy beautiful beaches. Watamu also seems to be an
area with many Italians, so I enjoyed delicious Italian food and

seafood. I thought I would work with a renewed spirit for one

more year!

Attended Training

I participated the training conducted by SHEP Biz which is the
technical cooperation project of JICA in Kenya as an observer.
I was able to see first-hand what kind of projects JICA is
carrying out, and I learnt a lot about marketing and market
survey, which are connected to my own activities. I was
encouraged by the farmers who participated in the project
training and saw that they had only been growing crops, but

now they are trying to select and cultivate crops with a view to

selling them.

X Project News that I wrote about training : Project News volume 29 | Technical Cooperation Projects [ JICA




