Cremating piles of corpses
8th August, Hiroshima, A soldier, 18 years old

We were dispatched from our original unit Onomichi to engage in collecting corpses one
day after the bombing.

In the beginning, the transportation of the corpses was troublesome, but from the second
day on, we got used to it. In pairs we carried them with bare hands, and cremated piles of
corpses with old timber and heavy oil.

We transported the remaining bones in baskets and buried them in holes we had dug
nearby.

Since we were soldiers recruited just before war ended, and since we never had a chance
to engage in a real battle, the disposal of corpses was the only experience of war. But it
was a hard and pitiful task. Even now I feel pain in my heart, when I am thinking about
those dead persons and their families.
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