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Requirements for Farmers Using Volunteer Workersin Urban Agriculture:
A Case Study in Kanagawa Prefecture

Tadayasu SATO ¥
@
2
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Summary

In this study, | seek to clarify the motives and background of volunteer farm workers by analyzing responses to a
questionnaire administered to 143 volunteers in 2010. Further, to examine the actual limits of applying volunteer work on a
farm, | study nine farmers in 2010 and 2012. The study was conducted in Kanagawa Prefecture, where urban agriculture is
thriving.

Farmers who maintain volunteer workers should comply with the following reguirements.

(1) Farmers using volunteer workers should give them an opportunity to interact with nature and soil, teach them about
cultivation and related knowledge, and especially express gratitude to male volunteers and actively interact with them.

(2) Farmers should restrict volunteers from work that requires accuracy, trust, and muscle power, and ensure their workload
isdistinct from employment.

(3) Farmers using volunteer workers should ensure that any extensions are suitable for length of experience of volunteers.
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