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Summary

The cutting of flowers of the sweet pea during bud
stage was evaluated in this study. Of special concern
was increased yield, lengthened vase life and the
reduction of petal damage during transportation.

1) In "Easter Parad’ and ’Chigasaki #11° all buds on
the flower stalks were opened in the vase by STS
(Silver thiosulfate ) treatment just after cutting. A much
longer vase life was obtained from early-stage bud cut
flowers. When taking in consideration flower size and
shape in the vase, the perferable stage for bud cuts for
sweet peas would be a condition of two open flowers
and one or two buds per stalk.

2) The addition of a perservative, such as ' Carnation
Chrysal or 'Hana no Sei’, to the vase water was highly
effective in opening the bud, lenghtening its vase life

and improving the quality of the opened flower cut at

the bud stage.

3) Anincreased yield was obtained in both the 'Easter
Parade’ and the ’Chigasaki #11° by a continuous bud
cut method in the greenhouse --- cutting the flowers at a
stage of two opened flowers per stalk. Yield increase
was very clear from December to February (the early
to middle period of harvest). but not as significiant
from March to April (the late period of harvest). It is
suggested that this yield change is connected with
decreased plant vigor due to aging and the latenesss of
the season. For the ' Diana’, no significant yield
increase was observed.

4) Cutting flowers at the bud stage in sweet peas was
more efficient in increasing yields in cultivars showing

vigorous growth and having long flower stalks.



