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Diatoms on the collecter in seed production of
Spiny Topshell Batillus (Turbo) cornutus (LIGHTFOOT) (Short Report)

Testuji MURAKAMI?, Kyu OKABE*, Takeshi NUMATA?

ABSTRACT

Several spices of benthic diatoms were collected from the glass plates suspended in culture tank
of seeding of spiny topshell. Two modes of attachment, which are prostrate type formed flat
communities such as Cocconeis spp. and upright type formed three dimensional communities such as
Licmophora sp. were observed by microscope.

Predictively, the dietary value of different diatoms, which have several modes of attachment, as
the principal food for juvenile topshell was discussed based on the result of recent studies on
the feeding ecology of juvenile abalone.

This method, using suspended glass plates, was reasonable to collect and observe benthic diatoms
but unsuitable to analyze the quality and quantity of diatoms.
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Photo 1 Common diatoms on glass slide
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