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Abundance and biomass of Scyphomedusae, Aurelia aurita and Chrysaora melanaster, and Ctenophora,
Bolinopsis Mikado, with estimates of their feeding impact on zooplankton in Tokyo Bay, Japan
Junji Kinoshita, Juro Hiromi (Nihon University) and Yoshiaki Yamada

The abundance of a scyphomedusae, Aurelia aurita and Chrysaora melanaster, and a ctenophore, Bolinopsis
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mikado, in Tokyo Bay was investigated from 1995 to 1997. Aurelia aurita was the most dominant gelati—

nous species and feeding impact was extremely high. C. melanaster was scarce over the survey period. B.

mikado biomass and feeding impact increased from autumn to winter, which corresponded to periods of

decreased A. aurita abundance. Consequently, the trophic role of gelatinous zooplankton as predators in

Tokyo Bay is considered important throughout the year.

8 WHEELDZITAN

Journal of Oceanography (in press)
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