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The current status of seaweed beds of Ecklonia cava Kjellman and

Eisenia bicyclis (Kjellman) Setchell distributed in Sagami Bay

Seiji AKIMOTO¥*, Toshivuki NAKANISHI*, Toshiro KOYAMA*, Kenta KATO**

ABSTRACT

In order to elucidate the current status of seaweed beds of Ecklonia cava Kjellman and Eisenia bicyclis
(Kjellman) Setchell distributed in Sagami Bay, we analyzed the data of two surveys on seaweed vegetation
which conducted in 1992-1994 and 2009. The results indicated that the water depth zone both species were
distributed became narrower and the degrees of their seaweed densities tended to decrease with the excep-
tion of a few survey areas. Many survey points located on the east coast of Sagami Bay had the similar
pattern that the degrees of seaweed density of E.cava had decreased whereas that of E.bicyclis had slightly
increased or remained on the same level. Though these phenomenon observed on the east coast of Sagami
Bay might have been caused from the light environmental deterioration or the regional feeding damages by
purple sea urchin Anthocidaris crassispina (A. Agassiz), more research is needed to elucidate these phenomena

more properly.
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